
 

   

wǳǎǘȅΩǎ wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴǎ 

Each year, the clergy of each church are supposed to give a òState of the 

Churchó report at the annual church conference. Iõve been here for four 

months so Iõm not sure Iõm qualified to give a review of the entire year to 

the church but hereõs what Iõve observed so far:  

This church has a great number of volunteers to average attendee ratio. 

The attendance averages 244 per week (so far) but there has to be 

at least 150 people who volunteer in one way or another. That is im-

pressive! 

The average dollar amount people are giving to support the church is ex-

cellent compared to other churches. You are flat out generous.  

The building is taken care of and is in excellent shape. This speaks to 

the pride that folks of Christ United Methodist Church have in their church. 

There is a great spirit of people looking out for one another, especially when it comes to 

folks who are sick/in the hospital/at assisted living facilities/etc. 

The quality of music, especially all the bell choirs is nothing short of amazing. What a great 

tradition that the church has!   

Iõm impressed by the total number of youth who are in the bell choirs, Faith on Fire, and 

UMYF. The youth are not afraid of worké! 

I see the church stepping up to host Family Promise and be involved in various different out-

reach to the community. We are here not just for ourselves. 

The staff is very knowledgeable and that makes being a minister here so much easier! 

 

Are there concerns? Sure. Every church has concerns. We are not out of the ordinary when it 

comes to the aging nature of the congregation. We have work to do to invite and integrate 

younger people into church life and leadership. We have a significant debt load that we carry 

which curtails the amount of programming that we can accomplish.   

We have work to do. It is good soul satisfying, soul feeding work. Iõm glad Iõm here to join you in 

getting it done.    

                                                                          Rusty       

T h e  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7  C O N N E C T I O N  f r o m  

C h r i s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.  



 

 2 

FROM PASTOR BRUCE 
 

Mom had just disciplined her son by putting him in the play pen and leav-
ing him there.  Time out.  Time to be quiet and not get into trouble.  And 
there stood the son, big eyed, watching the activities of the world around 
him.  An imprisoned soul, staring through the mesh of his confinement.  
Making those little noises that kids can make, he made a pretty pathetic 
scene.  Finally grandpa could stand it no longer.   

 

Mom gave her dad that stern look and said firmly, ñPappa, you leave him 
alone!  He is in trouble!  Leave him in there!ò  He acknowledged her wish-

es and didnôt pull his grandson out.  But soon he couldnôt handle his grandsonôs misery.  So off came his 
shoes.  Then carefully and quietly Pappa slipped into the his grandsonôs pen.  

 

Soon there was giggling, noise making and party sounds. Grandson couldnôt come out, so Pappa went 
in.  The tears were gone and the happiness came back!  Together the two of them celebrated life.   

 

Then Mom looked in.  She was irritated.  She was going to scold grandpa.  But as she stood and 
watched her exacerbation gave way to joy. She found herself transformed by their joy, so she chuckled 
quietly and went on with her task of making Christmas cookies.   

 

Christmas is a time of re-discovering the wonder of Christôs love and presence with us in our crazy 
world. We could not reach God, so God came to us! God came down at Christmasðsoft, vulnerable, ap-
proachable.  Jesus entered our world and is still here with us this day.   

 

Take time to re-discover Godôs presence and love. Christmas is not just about celebrating God coming to 
us, but about Godôs reaching out through us as we share ñthe milk of human kindnessò with others.   

 

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Bruce Kolasch 

All Church Decorating Party Sunday, November 26th at 11:30am  
Please stay after worship and help us create holy beauty throughout our church 
building.  Weõll put up trees, garlands and lights, and enjoy a light lunch while we 

work. All ages are welcome! 

All-Church Christmas Caroling  
Monday, December 18th 

Join our Merry Group as we sing to our homebound church friends! 

Watch the Sunday bulletin and the weekly email for the time to meet at church to carpool. 
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Year-end Giving 

Itôs December and 2017 is flying by!  If you want to make a contribution for 2017 at 
year end to the church, please note the following dates: 

 

Online Giving (including texting or the Kiosk):  December 26
th

 

Mailing a check:  Postmarked by December 18
th

 

Dropping a check at church:  Sunday, December 24
th

 

Stock Donation:  Initiate the transfer by December 1
st
 if possible. 

 

Thank you for your generosity!!  If you would like assistance with this or have any questions about 
contributions, please contact Vanitta Conrad, Financial Secretary at 801-486-5473 ext. 12 or Van-
itta.conrad@gmail.com. 

Please note ï the church office will be closed December 25
th
 ï January 2

nd
, so you will be unable to 

drop off a donation.  

Meet Missionary Mozart Adevu Thursday, November 30th - 7pm in Room 101 

Join us to hear United Methodist Missionary Mozart Adevu tell about his mis-

sion work in Ghana, Africa. He's an agricultural missionary who teaches the 

people how to improve their lives through better agricultural practices.  
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Childrenõs Ministries 

Childrenôs Christmas Program 

Our annual Childrenôs Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 3rd at the 
10:30 am worship service.  This wonderful program will include all of our children 
ages 3 years through 6th grade.  The only rehearsal for all children will be Satur-
day, December 2nd from 10:00 to Noon.  (Lunch will be provided for the children).  
If you would like to help with organizing the program &/or costumes, please contact 
Vanitta Conrad at 801-486-5473 ext. 12 or vanitta.conrad@gmail.com. 

 

Treats after our Christmas Program 

This year we will enjoy cookies, coffee and lemonade after the childrenôs program in the Narthex and 
front hall.  If you are able to bake cookies or assist with serving on Sunday, December 3rd at approxi-
mately 11:20 am, that would be wonderful!! Please let Vanitta know ASAP! 

 

Holiday Programming Schedule 
There will be no Sunday School for children and youth on December 24th & December 31st to allow our 
teachers to enjoy the holidays.  There will only be one worship service at 10 am on Sunday, 
December 31st.   Regular programming will resume on Sunday, January 7th.  Your children are always 
welcome to join you in worship. 

 

Sunday Mornings at CUMC for Kids! 
 

We have lots of options for your children here at CUMC. 
 

During the 9am service children are invited to stay in worship with their 
family.  Activity bags are available in the narthex.  Nursery care is availa-

ble for children up to 4 years old if desired. 
 

At the 10:30am service there is a childrenôs time early in the service where all children are invited to 
join our pastor up front for a sharing moment.  Afterwards the children are escorted off to their special 

programming at the 10:30am service. 
 

   At 10:00 am ï Praise Time Chime Choir Rehearsals in the music room for 5th & 6th graders. 
 

   At 10:30 am ï Tykes Peak Sunday School for ages 3 & 4 years in room 103       

Miracle Mountain Sunday School for ages Kindergarten ï 4th grade that begins in room 201.  
(This is a rotational format where children experience the Bible story in different stations each 
week.) 

Tween Peaks Sunday School for 5th & 6th Graders in room 209 
 

Nursery care is available for ages 0-2+ years in room 102 from 8:45 am to 11:30 am.  Please pick up 
your children promptly after each worship service. 

 

 

Childrenôs Ministries Needs Your Help!   

We are recruiting Sunday morning help for Miracle Mountain (Grades K-4) workshop 
leaders.  It's easy, fun and the curriculum is provided.   
 January 7th ï 28th: Cooking, Science or Games 
 February 4th ï 25th: Art, Missions or Storytelling 

Please Contact Vanitta Conrad with questions or to volunteer ï  

801-486-5473 ext. 12 or Vanitta.conrad@gmail.com. 

mailto:vanitta.conrad@gmail.com
tel:801-486-5473%20ext.%2012
mailto:Vanitta.conrad@gmail.com
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Adult Classes available: 
Sundays Mornings ï  

 

Life & Times Class - Join us as we continue to study: Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy by 
John Shelby Spong.  A global and pioneering leader of progressive Christianity and the best-
selling author of Why Christianity Must Change or Die and Eternal Life explains why a literal 
reading of the Gospels is actually heretical, and how this mistaken notion only entered the 
church once Gentiles had pushed out all the Jewish followers of Jesus. 

A man who has consciously and deliberately walked the path of Christ, John Shelby Spong has lived 
his entire life inside the Christian Church. In this profound and considered work, he offers a radi-
cal new way to look at the gospels today as he shows just how deeply Jewish the Christian Gos-
pels are and how much they reflect the Jewish scriptures, history, and patterns of worship. Pull-
ing back the layers of a long-standing Gentile ignorance, he reveals how the churchôs literal 
reading of the Bible is so far removed from these original Jewish authors intent that it is an act 
of heresy.  

Using the Gospel of Matthew as a guide, Spong explores the Bibleôs literary and liturgical roots, its 
grounding in Jewish culture, symbols, icons, and storytelling tradition to explain how the events 
of Jesus life, including the virgin birth, the miracles, the details of the passion story, and the res-
urrection and ascension, would have been understood by both the Jewish authors of the various 
gospels and by the Jewish audiences for which they were originally written. Spong makes clear 
that it was only after the church became fully Gentile that readers of the Gospels took these sto-
ries to be factual, distorting their original meaning. (Room 101 at 9:00 am) 

 

Wesleyan Class ï In December the class will be viewing the PBS series Walking the Bible by Bruce 
Feiler.  This is a video 'journey by land through the books of Moses'.  We will begin a new book 
study in January. All are welcome.  (Parlor at 9:00 am) 

 

Bible Exploration - Join us as we study Faithful - Christmas through the eyes of Joseph by Ad-
am Hamilton.  Weôre not that different from Joseph. True, we may not be part of a story that 
will be remembered for all time, but like Joseph, we encounter circumstances that weôd never 
choose for ourselves. At times, it can be tempting just to walk away, but Joseph provides us a 
great example of humbly obeying God even when we donôt understand, faithfully moving for-
ward in the strength that God provides. (Room 207 at 9:00 am) 

 

Weekdays/Evenings ï  

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study ï Join us as we continue our study of Moses: In the Footsteps 
of the Reluctant Prophet by Rev. Adam Hamilton. It doesnôt get much more dramatic: res-
cued baby, life in the courts of Pharaoh, parting the Red Sea, leading his people out of Egypté
Mosesô life was one challenge after the next, but although he resisted Godôs calling, by the end 
of his life he successfully fulfilled the role he was given. Join award-winning author Adam Hamil-
ton as he travels from Egypt to Mt. Sinai, the Nile, the Red Sea, and the wilderness exploring the 
sites of Mosesô life. As Hamilton shares historical information, archaeological data, and biblical 
text, youôll gain a better understanding of Mosesô significance in your life today and youôll discov-
er how you, too, can turn your own reluctance into boldness.  (Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am 
ï Parlor) 

Bagel Boys ï Enjoy great conversation about menôs faith journeys over bagels and coffee.  
(Wednesday mornings at 7:30 am ï Parlor) 

Spirits & Spirituality Menôs Group ï A monthly gathering for men with varied topics and good fun.  
Join us on Sunday, December 10th for our annual Christmas gathering.  Watch for more details 
soon.  All men are welcome.  Contact Paul Conrad with questions at pconradgo@gmail.com. 

Yoga ï Refresh your body, mind and spirit.  (Thursdays at 4:30 ï Room 201) 
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Advent & Christmas Events 
 

Saturday, Dec. 2nd at 1pm 

Christmas Silver Tea 

Sponsored by the United Methodist Women 

Join us for our  Christmas Silver Tea featuring,  
Utah'Ko Triskalariak ð a traditional Basque Dance group.   

 

Sunday, December 3rd  

8:00am & 9:00am Holy Communion in Worship 
10:30am Childrenõs Christmas Program 

Refreshments following in the front hallway 

 

Sunday, December 10th 

8:00 am ð Worship in the chapel 

9 and 10:30 am ð A service of bells and vocal music 
 

11:30am Angel Tree Party 

Our youth hosting families with an incarcerated parent. 
 

7:00 pm Quiet Christmas Worship Service 

A candle-lit, meditative worship service where we remember those whom weõve lost, pray for those 
who are ill or struggling, and light candles of hope.  All are welcome! 

 

Sunday, December 17th   

8:00 am ð Worship in the chapel 

9am & 10:30am ð The Music of Christmas 
A service of bells and vocal music 

 

4:00pm & 7:30pm   Wesley Bell Ringers concerts 

 

Monday, December 18th 
All-Church Christmas Caroling (watch the weekly announcements for the time.) 

Join our Merry Group as we sing to our homebound church friends! 

 

Friday, December 22nd  
7:30pm   Wesley Bell Ringers Reunion Concert 

 

Sunday, December 24th - Christmas Eve 

10:00 am Holy Communion  
5:00pm Children & Family Service 

7:00pm Special Music 

9:00pm Chancel Choir & apPRAISEation 

11:00pm Wesley Bell Ringers      
Candle lighting at all services. 
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Holy Grounds 
CUMCõs young adult group. 

 
CUMCHOLYGROUNDS@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

 

For more info about either ministry contact Scott Barrett ŀǘ  

scottfrederickbarrett@gmail.com  

October Financials 

Pledge Budget YTD         $ 422,766 

Pledges Received YTD         $ 427,775 

Percentage of pledge                101% 

Revenue YTD                      $ 485,218 

Expenses YTD                                                 $ 524,073 

Deficit/Surplus YTD                                    $ (38,855) 

September  Mortgage Payment                         $ 13,747 

September  Mortgage Pledges Received           $ 15,900 

Warm Clothing Collection 
Many trips have been made 
this fall to the Crossroads 

Thrift Store with your wonder-
ful donations! Those in need of 
a coat have had quite the 

choice.  Thanks to all for look-
ing through your closets and 
finding these needed coats. We 
will continue taking coats until 
the end of December.  

We now are in need of gloves for 
adult men and women as well 

as children. Scarves and hats and 
warm socks and underwear are also 
needed!!!  Drop off your donations 
with the snowmen by the Narthex 
or the Office. You may also hang 
them on the  Mitten Tree in the 
Chapel beginning the First Sunday 

of Advent. 

Indeed, THIS is a very CARING 
church! 

VOA Youth Resource Center 

 

Fill the Pack is an annual holiday 
drive that provides necessary and criti-
cal items for youth experiencing home-
lessness. Let your holiday giving mean 
more to you and your family by making 
a difference in the lives of our youth. 
For many it will be the only gift they 
receive this winter, thank you for being 
a part of that. 

Needed Items are: 

 

New Backpacks 

Notebooks 

Hand Warmers 

Re-usable Water Bottle 

New Socks 

Pens & Pencils 

New Men & Womenôs Underwear 

Food Gift Cards 

Waterproof Winter Gloves 

Earbuds 

 

Or donate $50 to purchase a filled 
pack . Checks may be made out to 
CUMC with Fill The Pack on the memo 
line. 

We are hosting Family 
Promise Guests De-
cember 10th - 17th.  

Please use the link be-
low to sign up to help! 
We need help with 
weekend, evening and 

overnight hosting, dinner preparation, and set-up. It 
takes over 60 people to help our families in Family Prom-
ise. Thanks for your support! 

 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/5080D4FAAA82FA5F94-cumc1  

mailto:desireefaun@gmail.com
mailto:scottfrederickbarrett@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Kkr7Z-72wp_ywLhUJOzzSr9wdNQd3UdeiqBdh7lxJPB-nijfHzYcORRbTzIkd8K4bYJmafC36v2zcUJhc2LDxSaf0XmYLfF4hd6uFSYcIkHDHDt44A_iKymNQw5qR6dpbBtlSqUAtSo=&c=6frcSmjbXbuwrHHfXb5mVsaCYKBxyB-GBBdWk0D-Fvuq7zBx84tTaQ==&ch=XXCbB6UaboImkx_gzG2-
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Condolences to Lucy and Terry Waite on the recent death of Lucyôs father 
in California. 

Condolences to Chuck, Gina, Kelly & Jon Williams on the death of Chuckôs 
mother, Alma Williams, who died in Richmond, VA on September 21, 2017.  

The Youth from our church came 
out to my home and raked all my 
leaves. I thank you all so much.  

Lorraine Dale 

Thank you from Lyda Elbel and her 
family to church members for their care 
and concern during Lydaôs recent hospi-
talization. She especially thanks those 
that sent cards and Pastor Bruce for his 
visits.  

Advent Devotionals 

 
Pick up any of these at the Welcome Cen-
ter in the Narthex or the church office.  Ad-
vent begins December 3rd! 
 
For Adults:  Jesus: Godôs Promise. The 
prayerful wisdom of one of the most prolific 
and beloved spiritual writers in modern 
times is accompanied by original reflections 
based on Henri Nouwenôs words. 
 
For Families & Children: Embrace Advent as a purposeful and prayerful 
journey, preparing for the arrival of the newborn Savior. O Holy 
Night offers a prayer, reflection and suggested activity for each day of the 
season, helping the entire family to prepare together. 
 
Angels We Have Heard on High - The angels are Godôs special messen-
gers and this season we prepare to receive, celebrate and share their most 
exciting message of all: the good news and great joy that comes to us 
through Jesusô birth. Each day in Advent an angel sticker is added to the 
Bethlehem skyline. When Christmas arrives, we join in singing the angelsô 
first Noel! 
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DEBORAH CIRCLE:  Christmas Party at Noon, Tuesday, December 12th in the Parlor. 
 Please RSVP to Bev Mittelstadt at 801-272-7137 by December 8th. 
 

HANNAH CIRCLE: The second Friday of each month at 9:00am to 12:00pm at UMCOR.  
 Contact Diane Minerich for information at dianeminerich@comcast.net.   
 

LYDIA CIRCLE: Saturday, December 9th, 10:00am  
 Mimi's Cafe 5223 State St. Murray  
 Bring a new, unwrapped gift for the Candy Cane Corner.   
 RSVP to Lorraine Lakey, 801-277-5695  
 

MARTHA (Evening Fellowship): Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 pm, Parlor  
 

WITTY KNITTERS: The second Monday of each month at 1:30pm in the Parlor 
 For info, contact Pat Linnebur, LINNEBURPT@msn.com. 
 

WOMENôS BOOK CLUB: December 18th, 1:00pm in the Parlor,  

   Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig 

United Methodist Women  

Church Women United 
A multi faith gathering of Chris-

tian Women 

 

 

 

Take time out to reflect on  
the reason for the season 

and fellowship with likeminded friends 
  

Advent Worship Service and Tea 
Friday, December 8 

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church 
1375 E Spring Lane (5150 South) SLC 

1:00pm 
Worship led by Rev. John Norman 

Tea to follow 
  

Outreach: Open Door in Davis County and 
the InnBetween: a hospice for  
homeless individuals in SLC 

  
Please bring: 

Toilet Paper, Kleenex, Paper Towels, Dawn Dish 
Soap, Bath Towels & Washcloths.  
Cash donations also appreciated 

Checks payable to òChurch Women United,ó des-
ignated for Community Outreach 

mailto:dianeminerich@comcast.net
https://maps.google.com/?q=5223+State+St.+Murray&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:801%20277%205695
https://maps.google.com/?q=1375+E+Spring+Lane&entry=gmail&source=g

