
 

   

 Journeys with Jeané 
 

You have likely already heard that I will be leaving Christ UMC to serve First UMC of Cortez, CO, begin-
ning July 1, 2017.  I am very pleased to announce that your new pastor will be Rev. Rusty Butler, currently 
co-pastor of Arvada UMC in the Denver area.  Rusty is a long-time friend of mine, and I wholeheartedly 
endorse him!   
 
Here is some of the things you need to know about this change: 
 
1.  We are United Methodist, which means our pastors move from time to time, to serve where they are 
needed.  
 
2.  This move is NOT being forced on me by the Bishop, the Annual Conference, or our District Superin-
tendent.  The position was offered and I accepted. 
 
3.  I came to Christ UMC a little more than five years ago, stepping into a challenging situation following 
the death of our former pastor, Rev. Dr. Marti Zimmerman.  I strongly felt God calling me to serve 
this church, and to do my best to bring us to a stable and joyful place.  I feel we have come a very long 
way in the past five years, and that Pastor Rusty will be able to help you cast a vision for what comes 
next. 
 
5.  I have loved serving as your pastor, and I will miss you all when I leave!  We have shared joys and sor-
rows, have worked hard together to strengthen the church, and we have become friends.  We have three 
more months to enjoy each other's company, and I look forward to spending time with you.  I truly believe 
that when friendship is built on the strength of the Holy Spirit, then time and distance can never prevent 
these friendships from continuing. 
 
God bless all of you for every kindness you have shown me.   

 
Two quotes from my sermon on the day I first announced this change: 
 
"All will be well, and every manner of thing will be well."  St. Julian of 
Norwich (circa 1350) 
 
"Don't worry 'bout a thing, 'cause every little thing's gonna be al-
right."  Bob Marley (1980) 
 
May God lead us gracefully through the transitions ahead.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

 Pastor Jean  

T h e  A p r i l  2 0 1 7  C O N N E C T I O N  f r o m   

C h r i s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.  
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ñItôs Fridayébut Sundayôs coming!ò  Sermons have been preached on it.  Songs 

have been written, composed and sung heralding that good news.  ñIt is Friday, 

but Sundayôs coming!ò  I think I first heard it from Pastor and author Tony Cam-

polo, but it has been used so much by so many I donôt believe the phrase can be 

copyrighted or claimed by anyone.  It is good for us all to claim it and shout it 

out:  ñIt is Friday, but Sundayôs coming!ò 

It is important because most of the time we live on this side of Easterðon the 

dark side of ñgood Fridayò world.  A world where evil and hatred, where power 

and greed, prejudice and fear-of-the-other seems to hold the upper hand!  The 

events that define and confine the existence of so many unfortunate people on this side of heaven (and Easter) 

entraps us.  Evil seems to hold our world captive.  But we are Easter people!  We are not stuck! 

Our faith is not in everything turning out the way we want it.  Our Christian faith is not a ñpollyannaò belief that 

everything is good and it will all turn out okay.  We do not wear rose colored glasses. We do not pretend. We do 

not deny the harsh realities of life.  Nor do we get negative and critical about the dismal state of affairs we find 

our world in.  We are Easter people!  We still believe in the goodness of God and in the power of the cross and 

empty tomb. 

Our Christian faith is not about choosing ñalternative factsò over against the way the world is.  Our faith is about 

seeing the higher truths of Godôs power and love in Christ as over against the untruths and lies the world sells us 

(e.g. ñalternative factsò) about power, prestige and privilege for the few.  Godôs love in Christ shatters the stereo-

types and pigeon holes we use in separating us from those different, strange and scary.  The ground is level at 

the base of the cross.  The view from the empty tomb is all encompassing.  Being Easter people helps us to see 

Christ in ñthe other.ò  We are all in this together!  Godôs Spirit frees us and empowers us to live differently. 

Our world may be stuck in a Good Friday pattern where hatred, greed, prejudice, fear, violence, etc. seem to rule 

and defeat love and kindness.  But the cross and empty tomb prove that love is more powerful than evil and ha-

tred.   Jesus died to set us free and rose again to empower us to live in that freedom.  We live in the life-changing 

light of Godôs love in Christ! 

Yes, it may be Friday, but Sunday has come!  Jesus is alive!   

Pastor Bruce Kolasch  

Our New Pastor:  Rev. Rusty Butler 
Bishop Karen Oliveto intends to appoint Rev. Russell òRustyó Butler as 

Senior Pastor of Christ UMC, beginning July 1, 2017. 

Rev. Butler, who prefers to simply be called Rusty, is currently co-pastor 

of Arvada UMC in the Denver area.  Arvada UMC is a Reconciling Con-

gregationñopen and welcoming to all peopleñ just as we are. 

The members of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee enjoyed meeting 

and interviewing Rusty, and believe he is a good match for our church.  

In addition to his pastoral leadership, Rusty enjoys golf and biking  

(yepñheõll fit right in here in SLC). 

 We look forward to learning more about Rusty as we prepare for our 

pastoral transition.  May God bless all of us during this time of change. 

--CUMC Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
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CHRIST UMC IS CELEBRATING125 YEARS! 
Sunday, april 23 rd   
 9:00am fellowship time  

10:30am worship celebration  
All of CUMCôs music groups will be part of the service, as well as some of our former pastors:  Rev. 

Ron & Pat Hodges, Revs. Steve & Bev Goodier, Rev. Tom English, Rev. Thomas Cross. 
 

Hereôs How You Can Help: 
§ We are looking for fun photos that reflect the past and present ministries of CUMC.  Do you have 
some good ones???  Please email them to Eileen Stringer at edoras55@outlook.com OR bring 
them to the church office to be scanned.  Thank you! 

§ Create a BANNER that celebrates your particular group or ministry to hang in the gym for the 
125th worship service.  If youôd like help designing or ordering a banner, contact Sharon Balch at 
news.cumc@gmail.com  

§ To help with Food/Drink contact Marcia Brissenden at mbrissen@ebay.com 

§ To help with Set Up/Clean Up/Logistics, contact Dan Brissenden at danbrissenden@yahoo.com 

Holy Week at CUMC 
Palm Sunday ð April 9th 

Childrenôs Palm Parade at 10:30am Worship 
 

Maundy Thursday ð April 13th 
Service of Holy Communion at 7:00pm 

Remembering Jesusô Last Supper with his disciples 
 

Good Friday ð April 14th 
Tenebrae Service at 7:00pm 
The ñService of Shadows,ò  

remembering Jesusô arrest, trial and crucifixion 
 

Holy Saturday ð April 15th 
Easter Egg Hunt & Family Brunch at 10:00am 

We welcome community families and  
church families for fellowship and fun 

 

Easter Sunday ð April 16th 
8am ï Worship in the Chapel 

9am & 10:30am ï Worship in the Sanctuary 
with the Wesley Bell Ringers and Chancel Choir 

Parking Lot Security  

Volunteers are needed to moni-
tor the church parking lot during 
Easter week services. If you are 
interested in volun-
teering, please con-
tact John Williams, 
Chair of Trustees, at 
801-557-7936 or 
jwill66391@aol.com. 

SMILE!  WE 
WANT YOU TO BE IN 
THE NEW CHURCH 
PHOTO DIRECTORY! 

 
JOIN IN THIS EFFORT 
TO HELP ALL OF US BE 
BETTER ACQUAINTED. 

 

Send in your own photo to  
pictures.cumc@gmail.com, bring a photo 
into the office to be scanned, or have your 
picture taken on a Sunday in April by our 
volunteer photographers. Photos need to 
be received by April 30th. 

mailto:edoras55@outlook.com
mailto:news.cumc@gmail.com
mailto:mbrissen@ebay.com
mailto:danbrissenden@yahoo.com
mailto:pictures.cumc@gmail.com
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Childrenõs Ministries 

Palm Sunday Services 

We invite all children to join Pastor Jean in the narthex on Palm Sunday, April 9th before either the 9:00 
or 10:30 am service to help begin our Palm Sunday worship.  The children will process in waving the tra-
ditional palms.  Come join the fun and be a part of worship! 

Annual Easter Eggstravaganza 

The Childrenôs Ministries committee will be sponsoring the annual Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch on Saturday, 
April 15th at 10:00 am. 

Join us in the Sanctuary at 10:00 am for a fun opening, followed by Easter Egg hunts 
for ages 1 yr old ï 6th grade. Afterwards weôll have a potluck brunch and activities in 
the gym.  Please bring a basket for your children to gather eggs in and a dish to share 
at the potluck.  Invite your neighbors and friends! 

If you would like to help with the hunts or brunch, please contact Vanitta Conrad, DCE 
at Vanitta.conrad@gmail.com or 801-486-5473 ext. 12. 

Easter Sunday Childrenôs Programming 

On Sunday morning, April 16th, weôll have our regular childrenôs programming available.  At 9:00 
am children are welcome to join their family in worship.  At 10:30 am there will be Miracle 
Mountain Sunday School for ages Kindergarten ï 6th grade upstairs and Tykes Peak Sunday 
School for preschoolers in room 103.  All programming begins after childrenôs time in the Sanc-
tuary.  Come worship and learn on this most Holy Day! 

Childrenôs Programming ï Summer 2017 

This summer at Christ UMC we will offer Childrenôs Church during the 10:00 am worship hour for children ages 3 
years through 6th grade.  Children should accompany their parents to worship, then after childrenôs time they will be 
escorted upstairs to room 201 for a service all their own which includes fun activities along with time for worship.  
Activity packets are available in the narthex to help keep your little ones happy during worship.  Summer Chil-
drenôs Church will run from May 28th ï September 3rd. 

Summer Childrenôs Church Volunteers Needed!!!! 

We need volunteers to be the teacher or helper each week.  Please sign up on the chart posted on the 
bulletin board by the gym.  Please pick a week or two that you can help and list your name and phone number 
or e-mail.  Weôll provide easy curriculum and send you a reminder when itôs your turn to help.   

 

Cave Quest VBS ð Following Jesus, The Light of the World ð July 10th ð 14th    
Join us this summer for another awesome week of Vacation Bible School where kids explore the 
rock-solid foundation of Jesusõ love. Cave Quest VBS is filled with incredible Bible-learning experi-
ences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun GizmosÊ, team-building games, cool Bible 
songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith flow into real life. 
(Since everything is hands-on, kids might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in play clothes and 
safe shoes.) Plus, weõll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in 
everyday lifeñsomething we call God Sightings.  Get ready to hear that 
phrase a lot!  Your kids will also participate in a hands-on mission project 
through a program called Operation Kid-to-KidÊ that will let the kids in 
our community show Godõs mighty love to needy kids in the United States.  
VBS will be held Monday ð Friday (July 10th ð 14th) from 9 am to noon each 
day.  Ages 3 years (child must have turned 3 by January 1, 2017 & be potty
-trained, please) through 6th grade (Fall 2017) are welcome.  The cost is 
$10/child and must be paid with their registration.  Registration begins 
April 15th!  Visit our website and register on-line or stop by the church of-
fice. 
 

Cave Quest VBS Volunteers Needed  
We are in need of Adult and Youth volunteers to be Crew Leaders for VBS.  Each 
crew leader will be in charge of 5-7 children each day.  Itõs easy, and fun! We are 
also in need of Adults to lead our Preschool area, Snacks, Games, Science 
and Video Stations. If you or someone you know would be interested in being 
part of our great team, please contact Kelly Carpenter (wyohockeymom@gmail.com), 
or Vanitta Conrad (Vanitta.conrad@gmail.com).  Our volunteer training will be 
Tuesday, June 27th at 6:30 pm in the youth room. 

mailto:Vanitta.conrad@gmail.com
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 Adult Classes available:   

Sundays Mornings ï (No Classes for Adults on Easter Sunday, April 16
th
) 

Life & Times Class ï Join us  in Room 101 at 9:00 am as we study: Biblical Literalism: A Gentile Heresy 
by John Shelby Spong.  A global and pioneering leader of progressive Christianity and the bestselling 
author of Why Christianity Must Change or Die and Eternal Life explains why a literal reading of the 
Gospels is actually heretical, and how this mistaken notion only entered the church once Gentiles 
had pushed out all the Jewish followers of Jesus. 

 Please look at our website for more details on this class. www.christumcutah.net/adult-ministries 

Wesleyan Class ïJoin us as we continue to study "The Great Spiritual Migration" by Brian D. McLaren.  The class 
meets at 9 a.m. in the parlor, and teaching duties are shared by class members who volunteer.  All are wel-
come.  A synopsis of the book can be found on our website, www.christumcutah.net/adult-ministries 

Bible Exploration  Join us as we continue our study of Forgiveness ï Finding Peace Through Letting Go by Adam 
Hamilton.  Hamilton explains that revelation comes when we realize that forgiveness is a gift we give ourselves 
rather than to someone else. He also contends that only when we learn to forgive others and ourselves can we 
truly receive forgiveness from God.  (Room 207 at 9:00 am) 

Weekdays/Evenings ï  

Wednesday Morning Study Group ï Join us as we study Soul Keeping by John Ortberg.  When is the last time you 
thought about the state of your soul?  The health of your soul isn't just a matter of saved or unsaved. It's the 
hinge on which the rest of your life hangs. It's the difference between deep, satisfied spirituality and a restless, 
dispassionate faith.  In an age of materialism and consumerism that tries to buy its way to happiness, many 
souls are starved and unhealthy, unsatisfied by false promises of status and wealth. We've neglected this eter-
nal part of ourselves, focusing instead on the temporal concerns of the world--and not without consequence.  
Bestselling author John Ortberg presents another classic that will help you discover your soul--the most im-
portant connection to God there is--and find your way out of the spiritual shallow-lands to true divine depth. 
(Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am ï Parlor) 

Bagel Boys ï Enjoy great conversation about menôs faith journeys over bagels and coffee.  (Wednesday mornings 
at 7:30 am ï Parlor) 

Yoga ï Refresh your body, mind and spirit.  (Thursdays at 4:30 ï Room 201) 

Sunday Mornings at CUMC for Kids! 

We have lots of options for your children here at CUMC. 
 

At each worship service there is a childrenôs time early in the service where all chil-
dren are invited to join our pastor up front for a sharing moment.  Afterwards the chil-

dren are escorted off to their special programming at the 10:30am service. 
 

At 10:00 am ï Praise Time Chime Choir Rehearsals in the music room for 5
th
 & 6

th
 graders. 

 

At 10:30 am ï Tykes Peak Sunday School for ages 3 & 4 years in room 103 

Miracle Mountain Sunday School for ages Kindergarten ï 4
th
 grade that begins in 

room 201.  (This is a rotational format where children experience the Bible story in 
different stations each week.) 

Connect ï Tween Sunday School for 5
th
 & 6

th
 Graders in room 209 

 

Nursery care is available for ages 0-2+ years in room 102 from 8:45 am to 11:30 am.  
Please pick up your children promptly after each worship service. 

 

At 11:30 am ï Choristerôs Choir Rehearsals in the Chapel for children in 
Preschool through 6

th
 grade.  
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2017 COFFEE HOUR SIGN UP 
 

Please contact Phyllis Hunt at  
stevephyllispat@gmail.com or 
text/leave a message at 801-243-
3652 with questions or to volun-
teer.   

THANK YOU! 

Families Anonymous is a 12-step program for people 
who are dealing with a family member who has addic-
tion issues.  This group is a safe and confidential place 
to express your emotions, share your story, and dis-
cover the support you need to live your life in a 
healthy way.  Everyone is warmly welcomed! Families 
Anonymous meets on Wednesdays at 7pm in Room 
209 (upstairs in the Education Wing) 
Contact: Bob Forsey at bob@forseys.com or 801-556-
1174 

Pinecliff Camps 

Pinecliff Junior High Camp  

(Wed-Sun, June 7-11, 2017; grades 7-10)  
Pinecliff Elementary Camp  

(Mon-Fri, July 17-21, 2017; grades K-6). 

This yearôs theme is Branching Out. Children will 
learn that they are connected to one another and to 
God by Christ.   

For more information go to  www.pinecliffcamp.com 

Or Ron Goch at rongoch@gmail.com 

Or Margret Boes at ingra-
hamboes@gmail.com  

The registration for is on the 
home page of our website, 
under announcements. 

Family Promise guests 
arrive April 2nd through 
the 9th.  If you would 
like to help families with 

children have safe food and housing 
for a week please sign up on the board 
at the west entrance.  Your help is very 
much appreciated. 

Update from the Health and Welfare Committee 

During the last few weeks we have straightened out 
the Health and Welfare donation corner. We found 
we had many duplicates of walkers, canes and 
crutches, so a decision was made to donate some of 
the duplicates to charities outside the church. Cho-
sen sites were Hope Clinic, 4th Street Clinic, The 
Inn Between (a homeless hospice), and Big Broth-
ers and Sisters. 

Thank you to the members of the congregation for 
your donations, we help ourselves and others as 
well. 

Pat Hopkins, Chair 

Family Camp at Camp 

Pinecliff 

Friday, June 30 

Saturday, July 1 

Sunday, July 2 

 

Save the date, and plan to join usð 

more details will follow in the May 

Connection. 

Questions: call Ruth Henneman or Larry Hunter at 801-487-4034 

Join us for our 7th annual Beer, Blues, & Brats Bene-
fit Party.  Feast on handmade brats from locally-owned 
Beltex Meats, sides, desserts, and delicious Epic Brewing 
beer.  Groove to the sounds of the J.T. Draper Band and 
take part in the silent auction.  Come check out at our new 
party location: the Mtn West Hard Cider Building (425 N 
400 W), April 30 from 2-5pm.  For tickets and more in-
formation go to http://www.crossroadsurbancenter.org. 

mailto:stevephyllispat@gmail.com
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"Ride your Motorcycle to Church" at least 
the first Sunday of each month, every Sun-
day if possible. 

Now that the weather is getting warmer, it is 
also time to ride your bicycle to church! You 
may park in the northwest corner of the 
Gym. 

For more info contact Scott Barrett 
at  scott.f.barrett@comcast.net  

February Financials 

 

 Pledge Budget YTD $ 84,553  

Pledges Received YTD $ 91,434  

Percentage of pledge108% 

Revenue YTD $ 106,394  

Expenses YTD $ 113,655  

Deficit/Surplus YTD $ (7,261) 

February  Mortgage Payment $ 13,747  

February  Mortgage Pledges Received $ 13,259  

The 56th Buffalo BBQ 
April 29, 2017 

Come and enjoy a meal of buffalo roast 

which comes from South Dakota, green 

beans, baked potato, salad, roll, apple 

pie, homemade root beer or coffee.  

Dine in from 4 to 8 pm and have your 

meal served by scouts from Troop 410 and Crew 

9410.  Or take advantage of the convenient take out 

service from 3:30 to 7:30 pm.  There will be banners 

hanging from the ceiling remembering past scout 

masters, a teepee in the front yard, scout camp dis-

plays and drawings for gift baskets.  Ticket prices are 

the same as last year-$14.00 for adults, $7.00 for 

children 10 years and younger.  Tickets at the door 

cost an additional $1.00.  Purchase tickets on Sun-

day mornings during coffee time or during the week 

in the church office.  You can also or-

der tickets that will be waiting for you 

in òwill calló by calling 801-486-5473, 

ext. 21 and leaving a message.      

HOMELESS YOUTH RE-
SOURCE CENTER WISH LIST  

Spring 2017  

FINANCIAL DONATIONS : Finan-
cial donations ensure VOA will be able to 
continue to provide much needed services to 
homeless & at-risk youth ages 16 ð 23.  
They also help the Youth Resource Center 
with its mission to end teen homelessness.  
Donate on-line at www.voaut.org/donate  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES : 
The Youth Resource Center depends on its 
volunteers to keep it running.  Please con-
tact Jayme on-line at 
jayme.anderson@voaut.org or by phone @ 
801-875-4589 to learn more about volun-
teer opportunities at the Center. 

NEEDED ITEMS   
*Donated items can be left at CUMC in the 
clearly marked bin near the kitchen OR you can 
drop them off directly at the Youth Resource 
Center, 888 South 400 West, SLC UT,  
Monday ð Saturday 9:00 am ð 5:00 pm, at the 
door on the south side of the Center.  
Menôs boxer briefs (new, all sizes) 
Hairbrushes, wide-tooth combs, and hair 
accessories 

$5 Grocery Store Gift Cards  (Target, 
Fresh Market, Harmons) 

Sudoku & Word search books 
Pens/Gel pens 
Composition notebooks 
Markers 
Colored pencils & Sharpies 
Adult coloring books 
Lip balm 
Ethic hair care products (Argon Oil 
Sculpting) 

Nail files & fingernail clippers 
Deodorant 
Ear buds 
House slippers 
Shoes (male sizes 9 ï 13; female sizes 7 ï 
10) 

Water bottles 
Tents, sleeping bags, & adult-size back 
packs (used are okay if they are clean) 

Bus Tokens 
With your help, The Youth Resource Center can offer show-
ers, laundry services, food, shelter beds, legal services, 
education, job training, counseling, and volunteer-run groups 
to over 800 homeless youth this year alone. 

mailto:scott.f.barrett@comcast.net
http://www.voaut.org/donate
mailto:jayme.anderson@voaut.org
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Deepest condolences to the friends of Rev. Gene Yelken (a previous CUMC pastor).  Rev. Yelken 
passed away March 7th. Condolences may be sent to his son, Chris Yelken, 5686 S. Flanders Ct.,  

Aurora, CO 80015. 

Deepest condolences to Carola Zitzmann and her family and friends on the death her husband, 
Rudy, March 5th.   

Deepest condolences to the family of Patricia Jean Tiemens, who passed away at her home in Colorado 
Springs, CO, on February 16, 2017. The Tiemans were members of CUMC  until they moved to Colorado in 
2009. 

Dear Friends, 

We greatly appreciate your financial support of Cross-
roads Urban Center. Thanks so much for joining us as 
we strive to improve the quality of life for low income 
Utahns. 

Itôs only because of friends like you that Crossroads 
can continue feeding, clothing and providing emergen-
cy assistance for people in need. You can also count 
on us to speak out about the needs of people living in 
poverty. Together we make a difference for thousands 
of our neighbors who struggle daily just to get by. 
Thank you! 

Glenn L. Bailey, Executive Director 

Thanks to everyone who attended my birthday 
party in January. You all helped to make my 
80th birthday a great day! 

Joyce DeGraaf 

From our Youth 

Thank you for your support and prayers and do-
nations for 30 Hour Famine.  Once again we had 
fewer youth participate, but raised more money 
than last year.  Through grants our contribution 
was x 4, which made our total over $10,000.00.  
Absolutely Awesome! 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Pet 
Food and Pet Supplies Service Project. Thanks to 
those who donated, re-bagged pet food, and/ or 
delivered pet food and supplies. This project is 
possible through your generous donations and 
time. It was greatly appreciated by the homeless 
residents of Palmer Court and their pets. Our next 
date for the delivery of pet food and supplies 
is May 19, 2017. 

 


