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Animal Blessing 

One of the interesting things about being new in a church is you get to ex-

perience the traditions of that church. One of the traditions at CUMC is 

the Blessing of the Animals. I have not done this before but am looking 

forward to it. It will happen on Saturday, May 5 at 10:00 a.m.-11:30 in the 

park across the street from the church. They tell me that all sorts of ani-

mals will be in attendance. I do not know what kind of animals attend. I 

personally am hoping that no snakes or tarantulas attend but if they 

should happen to be thereéthey too will be blessed.  

This should be interesting.   

A Blessing of Animals, in my opinion, is a witness to Godõs and the Churchõs love, care, and 

concern for all of creation. Our pets mean the world to so many of us. I have had the great 

honor to have in my family in the past, the American Eskimo dog by the name òBanditó, and 

two cats, òSmokeyó and òBo.ó Bandit once woke me up in the middle of the night before East-

er morning by telling me he had had a close encounter with another of Godõs creatures called 

a skunk. 

On May 5th, if you bring your pet to the church, we will celebrate and bless all the animals with 

whom we could barely live without. It will be a grand morning! Even if you do not have a pet 

right now, you are still invited to come and be a part of the great adventure and festivities.  

Bless, O Lord, all the creatures, 

and fill our hearts with thanksgiving for their  being. 

Amen!! 

                                                                         Pastor Rusty     

T h e  C O N N E C T I O N  f r o m  C h r i s t  U n i t e d  

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  M a y  2 0 1 8   

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.  

The 2018 Annual Conference will be held in Ogden June 7-10th at the Eccles Convention Center.  
 

There are many different activities going on during that time. The Rocky Mountain Conference is 

looking for Volunteers in a variety of areas (Greeters/Hotel Hospitality/Registration/Beverage 

Coordinators/Clean up Crew) to help with the conference.  

A sign up sheet is available between services in the gym or in the front office.  

Or talk to Pastor Rusty about your interest in helping.  
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Did you hear the buzz?  The Spirits & Spirituality Men's 
Group is sponsoring an all-church day at the Salt Lake Bees 
on May 20th at 1:05 pm. The tickets are $14.00.  
Everyone is invited!  Let Steve or Patsy Simons or Paul Con-
rad know if you would like to attend.  

pconradgo@gmail.com or psimons1@live.com 

Sunday School Teacher Recognition 

Please join us on Sunday, May 20th, as we recognize our hardworking, 
wonderful Sunday School teachers for their dedication to teaching our 
children, youth and adults.  We will honor them in the worship service.  
Come help us thank them for a job well done! 
  

Motherôs Day 
On Sunday, May 13th we will honor the special women in our worship ser-
vices on Motherôs Day during childrenôs time.  We hope to see you there! 

Sandwich Service Project 
We are currently seeking monthly sponsors. One month 
costs about $160 ï any donation is welcome. Please in-
dicate on your check ñSandwich Service Project.ò We 
are also collecting donations of peanut butter and jelly. 
You can leave your food donations in the marked box in 
the office. Thank you for supporting our Sandwich Ser-
vice Project. It has been a success because of our great 
church community! To volunteer or if you have ques-
tions contact Monet Palmer at monetp@comcast.net or 
Erica Fearnley at efearnley_0728@hotmail.com. 

CUMC Lagoon Day for ALL AGES 
Sunday, May 27th 

The cost of tickets this year is $41.95 + tax.  See Patsy Simons for 
your discounted tickets psimons1@live.com or 801-808-6641.  We 
have 25 tickets.  
Everyone is invited ï invite your friends to join you! 

mailto:pconradgo@gmail.com
mailto:psimons1@live.com
mailto:monetp@comcast.net
mailto:efearnley_0728@hotmail.com
mailto:psimons1@live.com
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The Community Groups took on an assignment through 
the Lenten season of doing something outside the church 

walls within their geographic area.  

So far this is what we accomplished!  

¶ Community Group 3 took breakfast treats to teachers and staff at their local 
elementary schools - Indian Hills Elementary and Bonneville Elementary. 

¶ Community Group 6 attended Millcreek City's "Big Ideas" conference as rep-
resentatives of CUMC. 

¶ Community Group 7 collected socks for The Road Home.  

¶ Community Group 8 took antipasto skewers, a fresh fruit bowl, artesian bread 
and homemade chocolate cookies to the Unified Fire Authority Station 112 on Ju-
piter Dr. 

¶ Community Group 9 took treats and school supplies to teachers at Oakridge 
Elementary School. 

¶ Community Group 11 took $450 to Highland Elementary School to pay for 
lunch debts for children. 

¶ Community Group 14 delivered twelve grocery gift cards to the Holladay Fire 
Station. The captain on duty gave them to the firemen assigned to that station.    

¶ Community Group 16 collected wish list items for the Youth Resource Center. 

¶ Community Group 17 collected coats and blankets and delivered them to the 
Murray Fire Station #82 on Vine Street. They also took cookies and other treats 
to the fire fighters. 

¶ Community Group 18 collected money to pay the lunch debt at Bella Vista El-
ementary School, and made a donation to Second Chance for Homeless Pets. 

¶ Community Group 21 collected money to do something nice for the employ-
ees at Crossroads. 

http://files.constantcontact.com/12fed207001/9b809476-78e1-4641-b25a-4b24827cae53.pdf
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Childrenõs Ministries 

Childrenôs Programming ï Summer 2018: May 27th ï September 2nd 

We will offer Childrenôs Church during the 10:30 am worship hour for children ages 3 years through 6th 
grade.  Children should accompany their parents to worship. After childrenôs time they will be escorted 
upstairs to room 201 for a fun lesson.    

Summer Childrenôs Church Volunteers Needed!!!! 

We need volunteers to be the teacher or helper each week.  Please sign up on the chart posted on the 
bulletin board by the gym.  Please pick a week or two that you can help and list your name and phone number or 
e-mail.  Weôll provide easy curriculum and send you a reminder when itôs your turn to help.   

 

Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School, June 11 ð 15, Registration is open!! 
At Shipwrecked kids will discover that Jesus rescues them! There will be memorable Bible-
learning activities, catchy songs, teamwork-building games, yummy treats, one-of-a-kind Bible 
adventures, Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of Godõs love, and Sciency-Fun Gizmos to 
take home. Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them through something 
called God Sightings. Each day concludes with the Sail Away Sendoff that gets everyone in-
volved in living what theyõve learned.  Kids at Shipwrecked VBS will join a missionsõ effort to 
provide seeds for families in Haiti to grow food, as well as collecting canned goods for Cross-
road Food Panty.  If youõd like to volunteer, please let Vanitta or Kelly Carpenter know! 

VBS will be held Monday ð Friday (June 11th ð 15th) from 9 am to noon each day.  Ages 3 years (child must have 
turned 3 by January 1, 2018 & be potty-trained, please) through 6th grade (Fall 2018) are 
welcome.  The cost is $15/child and must be paid with their registration.  Registration is 
open and weõre filling up fast!  Visit our website and register on-line or stop by the 
church office. 

Shipwrecked VBS Volunteers Needed  
We are in need of Adult and Youth volunteers to be Crew Leaders for VBS.  Each crew 
leader will be in charge of 5-7 children each day.  Itõs easy, and fun! We also need Adults 
to lead our Video Station, Preschool crafts and Preschool games. If you or someone you 
know would be interested in being part of our great team, please contact Kelly Carpenter 
(wyohockeymom@gmail.com), or Vanitta Conrad (Vanitta.conrad@gmail.com).   
Our volunteer training will be Wednesday, May 23rd at 6:30 pm in the youth room. 

Shipwrecked Supplies Needed 

Weõre gathering gear for our VBS adventure!  Stop by the bulletin board near the kitchen (beginning May 1st) 
and pick up a sheet or two.  Each sheet will list an item we need to help make our VBS the greatest experience 
ever!  Please purchase the requested item(s) and return them to the church office by May 30th.   

Thank you for your wonderful generosity! 

 
Bible Bucks Store ï Sunday, May 20th    

Bring your children to our Bible Bucks store between 10:00 and 10:30 am & 11:30 am to Noon 
in room 208.  There will be lots of items to shop for, including mission opportunities from Heifer 
Project.  If youôd like to donate new toys, games or other childrenôs items for the store, please 
bring them to the church office any time. 

 
Sunday Mornings at CUMC for Kids! (Through May 20th) 

During the 9am service children are invited to stay in worship with their family.  Activity packets to help keep your 
little ones happy during worship are available in the narthex.  Nursery care is available for children up to 4 years old.   

 

At 10:00 am the Praise Time Chime Choir, for 5th & 6th graders, rehearses in the music room. 
 

At the 10:30am service there is a childrenôs time early in the service where all children are invited to join our pastor 
up front for a sharing moment.  Afterwards the children are escorted off to their special programming: Tykes Peak 
Sunday School for ages 3 & 4 years in room 103, Miracle Mountain Sunday School (a rotational format where chil-
dren experience the Bible story in different stations each week) for ages Kindergarten ï 4th grade that begins in 
room 201 and Tween Peaks Sunday School for 5th & 6th Graders in room 209. 

 

Nursery care is available for ages 0-2+ years in room 102 from 8:45 am to 11:30 am.   
Please pick up your children promptly after each worship service. 
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Holy Grounds  
CUMCôs young adult group holds discussions on faith and life every Sunday at 
10:30 am in the Youth Room.  
Other planned activities are: 
Friday, May 4th -Game Night at 7p in the church 
Sunday, May 6th -Planning Meeting at 7p at the Village Inn in Murray 
Saturday, May 19th ïCampfire in Millcreek Canyon - meet at the church at 7:30p 

Sunday, May 20th - Biblical Book Club at 7p at Desiôs 
 

For more information contact the group at CUMCHOLYGROUNDS@gmail.com.   

 Adult Classes available (through May 20th): 
Sundays Mornings ï  
Life & Times Class - Join us as we study: The New Testament by Professor Bart D. Ehrman.  Whether you consider it 
a book of faith or a cultural artifact, the New Testament is among the most significant writings that the world has 
ever known. Scarcely a single major writer in the last 2,000 years has failed to rely on the web of meaning con-
tained in the New Testament to communicate. Yet the New Testament is also among the most widely disputed and 
least clearly understood books in history. 

In these lectures Professor Bart D. Ehrman develops for you a carefully reasoned understanding of the New Testa-
mentðand the individuals and communities who created its texts. 

Importantly, Professor Ehrman's approach is as an historian, and the course "suspends" belief or disbelief to understand 
how, when, why, and by whom the New Testament was written. He explains in detail the light that historical re-
search brings to the texts. He also reviews key texts omitted from the New Testament. 

"Our ultimate goal is to come to a fuller appreciation and understanding of these books that have made such an enor-
mous impact on the history of Western civilization and that continue to play such an important role for people to-
day," says Dr. Ehrman. (Room 101 at 9:00 am) 

 

Wesleyan Class ï Join us as we read and discuss Accidental Saints by Nadia Bolz-Weber. In Accidental Saints, New 
York Times best-selling au-thor Nadia Bolz-Weber invites readers into a surprising encounter with what she calls ña 
religious but not-so-spiritual life.ò Tattooed, angry and profane, this former standup comic turned pastor stubbornly, 
sometimes hilariously, resists the God she feels called to serve. But God keeps showing up in the least likely of peo-
pleða church-loving agnostic, a drag queen, a felonious Bishop and a gun-toting member of the NRA.  
     As she lives and worships alongside these ñac-cidental saints,ò Nadia is swept into first-hand en-counters with 
graceða gift that feels to her less like being wrapped in a warm blanket and more like being hit with a blunt instru-
ment. But by this grace, people are trans-formed in ways they couldnôt have been on their own.  
     In a time when many have rightly become dis-illusioned with Christianity, Accidental Saints dem-onstrates what 
happens when ordinary people share bread and wine, struggle with scripture together, and tell each other the truth 
about their real lives. This unforgettable account of their faltering steps toward wholeness will ring true for believer 
and skeptic alike.  (Parlor at 9:00 AM) 

 

Bible Exploration - Join us as we study The Mission of Jesus.  In the region of Galilee, Jesus revealed the power of 
God's Kingdom and His role as King. The "good news" of His shalom sent ripples through Israel - stirring the hearts 
of new followers and challenging the rule of an empire.  In this 14th volume of the That The World May Know È 
film series, Biblical historian and teacher Ray Vander Laan guides viewers on Jesus' path through Israel - while ex-
ploring the rule of ancient Rome - and reveals how God brought triumph in a world of chaos. (Room 207 at 9:00 
am) 

 

Weekdays/Evenings ï  
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study ï Will be on summer hiatus until September. 

 

Bagel Boys ï Enjoy great conversation about menôs faith journeys over bagels and coffee.   

 (Wednesday mornings at 7:30 am ï Parlor) 

 

Spirits & Spirituality Menôs Group ï A monthly gathering for men with varied topics and good fun.  Join us on Sunday 
afternoon, May 20th at the Salt Lake Bees Game (1pm).  Watch for more details.  All are welcome for this special 
event.  Contact Paul Conrad with questions at pconradgo@gmail.com. 

 

Yoga ï Refresh your body, mind and spirit.  (Thursdays at 4:30 ï Room 201) 

mailto:desireefaun@gmail.com
mailto:pconradgo@gmail.com
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Families Anonymous is a 12-step program 
for people who are dealing with a family 
member who has addiction issues.  This 
group is a safe and confidential place to ex-
press your emotions, share your story, and 
discover the support you need to live your 
life in a healthy way.  Everyone is warmly 
welcomed! Families Anonymous meets on 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Room 209 
(upstairs in the Education Wing) 
Contact: Bob Forsey at bob@forseys.com or 
801-556-1174 

Deepest Condolences to the family and friends of Dorothy Vilven who passed away Tues-
day, April 3rd.  A memorial service will be held in Kansas where her ashes will be interned.   
Cards of condolences can be sent to Douglas Vilven, 2237 East 4400 South, Holladay, UT 
84124. 

Deepest Condolences to Leah and CP Eubanks on the recent death of CPôs father, Larry. 

 

Deepest Condolences to Debbie Cardin on the death of her father, James E. Elliot in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. 

Palmer Court Service Project Update  
In March we helped 28 homeless house-
holds with 23 cats, 15 dogs, 3 parakeets, 
and a turtle.  
Thank you to everyone who donated, re-
bagged food, drove, or helped in any way! 
The residents of Palmer Court and their 
pets greatly appreciate it. Sadly one of 
the residents had to let her cat Gus go 
over the Rainbow Bridge.  
Our next delivery date will be June 1st.  

 
Items needed:  

cat food especially dry 
cat treats 
wand cat toys 
dog food 
potty pads 
beds 

scratching posts 
collars 

harnesses and leashes 
bowls 
combs 

turtle food 
nail clippers 

 
If the food you donate is not in the origi-
nal bag, please label the bags with type of 
food dog or cat and what brand.   
Please place your donations in the first 
bin by the kitchen.   
We are always looking for more volun-
teers to re-bag the pet food and drivers 
for delivery.  
Contact Patsy Simons if you would like to 
volunteer or with any questions 801-808-
6641 or psimons1@live.com.  

As leaders of Community Group 7 - we would like 
to say "Thank You"  to everyone who so generously 
donated items for our Lenten Project.  We delivered 
a large supply of needed items to the Family Shel-
ter in Midvale for the Road Home yesterday.  This 
facility provides shelter to many, many families in 
need and we hope our donations will be helpful.  

Our Community Group really stepped up for this 
worthwhile project and we thank Pastor Rusty for 
his care and concern for others. 

                                                                                  
                       Nona Bressler & Shirley Scown 

mailto:psimons1@live.com
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2018 Camping Dates  

  

July 6-7, All Church Camp 
at Pinecliff Camp outside 
of Coalville UT.   

July 27-29, Ledgefork Campground near Oakley, 
UT 

August 24-26 , Moon Lake Group Site in the Uin-
tahs 

                                       OR 

August 31- September 3 (Labor Day Weekend) If 
we get the group site at Great Basin National 
Park, we will cancel the Moon Lake trip. 

 

For more information on the Camping Group, 
contact:  

Erica Meyer at mamaerica@hotmail.com. 

YOUTH RESOURCE CENTER (YRC) 
At-risk and Homeless Youth 

 
WISH LIST    March 2018    through   June 2018 

 

¶ Young men's jean/denim pants (sizes 29/30, 32/34, 36/38) 

¶ Young women's jean/denim pants (sizes 7/8, 9/10, 11/12, 
13/14, 15/16) 

¶ Long and sort sleeved t-shirts, men and women (sizes M, L, 
XL, XXL) 

¶ Menôs boxer briefs (new, L, XL, XXL) 

¶ Socks (male shoe size 9 ï 13; female shoe size 7 - 10) 

¶ Hoodies, men & women (size M, L, XL, and XXL) 

¶ Sweat pants for male and female (same size guidelines as 
jeans) 

¶ Men and womenôs belts 

¶ Casual shoes  (men sizes 9 ï 13; women sizes 7 ï 10) 

¶ U-Bike Locks 

¶ Bus Tokens 

¶ UTA Passes 

¶ Bike Repair Kits 

¶ Monthly Bus Passes 
 

Other Wish List items can be found at  
https://www.voaut.org/in-kind . 

 
There is also a link here connected to an Amazon Wish List Reg-
istry if you wish to donate directly to the shelter through the 
Youth Resource Center Registry.  In addition, this link can be 
used to set up a Wish List donation drive through your business 
or other local affiliation.      

THANK YOU for your support of the Youth Resource Center  
 
 

 

 

VOAõs Youth Resource Center  

888 So. 400 W., Salt Lake City, UT; 

open daily 8:30 am - 7:30 pm for 

homeless & at-risk youth 15-22 

years of age. Meals are served at 

8:30 am, 1:00 pm, and 6:00 pm.  
 

This Center turns into an over-night shelter from 7:30 pm to 

8:30 am.  There are 30 beds available each night.  Youth in 

a Self-Reliance Plan (engagement based goal-setting pro-

gram) are guaranteed a bed. The Center has a partnership 

shelter program with The Road Home Shelter and when the 

Center is full, youth have the opportunity to stay at The Road 

Home in a specialized youth-only dormitory. 
 

Youth who are experiencing homelessness or at risk for be-

ing homeless can drop by the YRC daily 8:30 am ð 7:30 pm 

to receive assistance with food, a shower, clothing, counsel-

ing, legal aid, and help with securing an apartment, a job, & 

a valid ID.  A specialized staff is available to help with these 

services. More information can be found by calling the YRC 

at 801-364-0744 or on our website www.voaut.org. 

Pinecliff Camp News 

Junior High Camp June 13-17;  

Elementary Camp July 16-20;  

Senior High School Camp July 23-27.  

For more information contact  

Margret Boes-Ingraham at  

deltadoug44@gmail.com or 801-424-2850  

or Ron Goch at RonGoch@gmail.com or 801-
558-6937. 

mailto:mamaerica@hotmail.com
https://www.voaut.org/in-kind
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.voaut.org%2F&h=ATP1Kj_ovtsVixN2GPuHKoJSZcZAWbpgWxLH4l2tO4u7lWmW6g5Br1g2BgPQxzI4KohwomslC8Nry0nQCVc0jfENPZv6jWdNM6V4WKWGVjCQMbqSPPSPoxDO89kOod8m21fbJm077K5k9MqhH8q8Gzu1JA
mailto:deltadoug44@gmail.com
mailto:RonGoch@gmail.com
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CIRCLE MEETINGS 
DEBORAH CIRCLE:  The third Thursday of each month, 9:30am in the Parlor. 
 Contact Bev Mittelstadt, 801-272-7137  
 
HANNAH CIRCLE: The second Friday of each month at 9:00am to 12:00pm at UMCOR.  
 Contact Diane Minerich for information at dianeminerich@comcast.net.   
 
LYDIA CIRCLE:  Brunch, Saturday, May 12th at 10:30am, Fav Bristo, 1984 E Murray Holladay Blvd. 
 RSVP to Lorraine Lakey, 801-277-5695. 
 
MARTHA (Evening Fellowship): The second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 pm, in the Parlor. 
 
WITTY KNITTERS: The second Monday of each month at 1:30pm in the Parlor. 
 For info, contact Pat Linnebur, LINNEBURPT@msn.com. 
 
WOMENôS BOOK CLUB: Tuesday, May 29th,1:00pm in the Parlor.  

United Methodist Women  

  

Days for Girls Workday: May 12th (Please note the 
date change from previous announcements) 

(from 9am to 2-3pm)  

 

 Bring sergers, sewing machines, cutting boards, cutting tools, irons, iron-
ing boards.  

 
 Days For Girls Days for Girls International is a grassroots 501(c)3 non-profit. Women, 
and girls discover their potential and self-value, are equal participants and agents of 
social change and are given opportunities to thrive, grow and contribute to their com-
munity's betterment while ensuring quality sustainable feminine hygiene.  

  
 

For more information contact Sue Nissen at 
soozeyq97@gmail.com. 

mailto:dianeminerich@comcast.net
tel:801%20277%205695

