
 

 

Rusty’s Reflections 

  For Everything There is a Season… 

We are sad to announce that Vanitta Conrad, our Director of Christian Education and 

part time Financial Secretary is resigning at the end of July to pursue other career 

opportunities. Vanitta started at CUMC in 2007 when she and her husband Paul 

moved to Salt Lake City. She took on the part time Financial Secretary’s duties at 

that point in time and in 2009 became the Christian Education Director.    

Vanitta has been such a positive influence to so many of our children, youth, and our 

adult volunteers that she has become an icon in the church! As many of you know, 

Vanitta is uniquely creative, organized, and a treasured and dedicated staff member.    

Over the years Vanitta has had many accomplishments.  She led and directed 10 Vacation Bible School 

events over that time and grew that important program to over 130 children per year.  As Christian Ed. Direc-

tor, she organized dozens of volunteers not only for VBS but also for our Sunday School program and other 

education opportunities. As Financial Secretary, she worked with our Church Financial Database, provided 

regular statements of giving to members, and assisted our Bookkeeper in keeping the finances of the church 

up to date and accurate.   

When people came into the office with an issue or a problem either in the financial area or in education, Van-

itta was a steadying voice and her helpful pleasant personality helped to make the church office a great place 

to work.  

We have been blessed as a church to have been the recipients of Vanitta’s many talents through the years. 

How can we ever thank her enough? Vanitta was and is a trusted advisor and a voice of reason and calmness 

in the sometimes rocky life of church work. She always was able to gently steer me in the right direction as I 

worked through my first year and offered solutions in a way that helped me to address those issues that invar-

iably arise. We will miss her expertise, advice, and humor very much in the days to come. 

We hope that in the days to come you will have an opportunity to thank Vanitta for all she has done for the 

church through her time as an employee at CUMC. She and Paul will remain members of CUMC so she’ll be 

around…but her time of being everything to everyone with all the answers will come to a close…for everything 

there is a season.  

Thank you Vanitta for everything!!! 

 

Rev. Russell Butler & Scott Barrett (SPRC Chair) 

     

T h e  C O N N E C T I O N  f r o m  C h r i s t  U n i t e d  

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  J u l y  2 0 1 8   

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.  



 

 

From Pastor Bruce 

 
 
Colin Kaepernick, the San Francisco 49er ex quarter back.  Regard-
less of what you think of him or his ñtaking a kneeò during the nation-
al anthem, he has made me stop and think about freedom and liber-
ty.  He has encouraged many professional athletes and others of us 
to take a knee not against our flag or democracy, but out of concern 
for those who have yet to really taste and experience freedom.   

 
Some thoughts on freedomé 
 
Galatians 5:1 

ñFor freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore and do not submit again 
to a yoke of slavery.ò   
 

Martin Luther wrote in The Freedom of a Christian, 
 
 ñA Christian is lord of all, completely free of everything. 
 A Christian is a servant, completely attentive to the needs of all.ò  

 
Christians, from this perspective, should be concerned for the freedom and well-being of all 
people.  Christian freedom might then empower us to see and care for those who are disadvan-
taged and disrespected in exactly the way Kaepernick is doing. This might be a thought worth 
wrestling with.  If we are free in Christ, what do we have to lose?   
 
Janis Joplin sang: 

ñFreedomôs just another word for nothing left to lose.  Nothinô donôt mean nothinô 
honô if it ainôt free, no no.  And feeling good was easy Lord, when he sang the 
blues.  You know feeling good was good enough for me, good enough for me and 
Bobby McGeeéò   

 
John Wesley gave this insight to religious freedom: 
 

ñCondemn no man for not thinking as you think: Let every one enjoy the full and 
free liberty of thinking for himself: Let every man use his own judgment, since 
every man must give an account of himself to God. Abhor every approach, in any 
kind or degree, to the spirit of persecution. If you cannot reason or persuade a 
man into the truth, never attempt to force him into it.  If love will not compel him to 
come in, leave him to God, the Judge of all.ò 

 
Freedom.  It is what the Fourth of July is all about for us ñin the states.ò  For followers of the 
Wayðfollowers of Jesus and New Testament teachings, it is freedom from guilt and condem-
nation, freedom from the legalistic demands of the law, freedom to live out the law of love from 
the heart rather than being forced or coerced by government or church authorities to think, 
speak or act in specific ways.  Freedom to serve all people for the sake of the world.   
God give us fresh insight and renewed courage to strive for freedom for all.   

 

 

Pastor Bruce Kolasch 



 

 

Christian Education  

Shipwrecked VBS ï Jesus Rescues!  

What a wonderful week! 135 children and 45+ volunteers had 
an awesome adventure as we learned how Jesus rescues us 
when weôre lonely, worried, struggling, make mistakes or are 
powerless.  A HUGE Thank you to all who volunteered, prayed, 

donated supplies and funds and cheered us on!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Childrenôs Programming ï Summer 2018 

This summer at Christ UMC we have Childrenôs Church during the 10:30 am worship hour for 
children ages 3 years through 6th grade.  Children should accompany their parents to worship, 
then after childrenôs time they will be escorted upstairs to room 201 for a fun lesson.  Activity 

packets are available in the narthex to help keep your little ones happy during worship.   

  Summer Childrenôs Church will run through September 2nd.   
 

Summer Childrenôs Church Volunteers Needed!!!! 

We need volunteers to be the teacher or helper each week.  Please sign up on the chart posted 
on the bulletin board by the gym.  Please pick a week or two that you can help and list your name and 
phone number or e-mail.  Weôll provide easy curriculum and send you a reminder when itôs your turn to 
help. 

 

 

Changes 
Over the last 9+ years I have loved being the Director of Christian Education and Financial Secretary 

here at Christ UMC.  I have had the privilege of working with Pastor Rusty and many other wonderful 

pastors and awesome volunteers.  It has been wonderful to help the children, youth and adults grow in 

their faith.  I have decided to pursue other opportunities in my career and will be leaving my position 

here at the end of July.  Paul & I will still be participating in the life of the church.  Thank you so much for 

the opportunity to serve in this wonderful congregation. 

Vanitta Conrad  



 

 

United Methodist Women  
No July Meetings  

2018 Camping Dates 

July 6-7, All Church Camp at Pinecliff Camp outside of Coalville 
UT.  See the Registration form on page 7 of this newsletter. 

July 27-29, Ledgefork Campground near Oakley, UT 

August 24-26 , Moon Lake Group Site in the Uintahs 

For more information on the Camping Group, contact:  

Erica Meyer at mamaerica@hotmail.com. 

Pinecliff Camp News 

Elementary Camp: July 16th -20th ; Senior High Camp: July 23rd -27th.   For 
more information contact Margret Boes-Ingraham at del-
tadoug44@gmail.com 801-424-2850 or Ron Goch at Ron-
Goch@gmail.com 801-558-6937.  Registration forms are available in the 
church office, or on the church website under Get Involved/Camping.  If you 
are interested in volunteering - please contact Ron Goch.  

Adult volunteers are needed ï especially male adults. 

Help for Puerto Ricans 

Our Methodist sub-district has a date for a mission trip to Puerto Rico to help with their reconstruction - 
November 3 ï 10, 2018!!   

 Anyone from any Methodist congregation in this sub-district who has any construction skills, from 
painting to roofing, and the heart to serve will be welcomed. The crew is limited to 14 people. Cost per per-
son will be approximately $1300 ($500 for lodging, meals, in-country transportation, translation services and 
air transportation cost from SLC to San Juan ranging from $550 - $700). 

 Our United Methodist Volunteer in Mission (UVIM) organizers have cautioned that the environment 
there is still pretty crude - no electricity for personal use, bottled water for drinking and cold showers, etc. 
Workers need to be 18-yrs-old or older, in reasonably good health and prepared to work in hot, humid condi-
tions. You can find a copy of the Volunteer Guidelines provided by UMCOR/UMVIM at the reception desk, or 
online at christumcutah.net under Announcements. 

 If youôre interested, email Marilyn at whitemar@frii.com even if you arenôt ready to commit. We will 
have a lot of information to gather and disseminate before we fly. 

Girl Scout Leaders Wanted 

Girl Scout Troop #837 which is based at CUMC is looking for adult leaders for Daisies (K and 1st 
grade) and Brownies (2nd and 3rd).  We are open to more girls at those levels but are currently in need 
of leaders more than girls!  We meet from Labor Day to the end of the school year twice a month on 
Sunday from 4:00-5:00.  If you are interested, please contact Becky Utz who is the organizing person for 
the troop at rebecca.utz@utah.edu. 
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Deepest Condolences to Becky Nordeen and Nancy Fagley on the death of their mother Doris 
Fagley who passed away Sunday, May 27th.   

 

Deepest Condolences to Olive Metz on the death of her sister Beulah, who passed away May 
26th at 101 years old. 

 

Deepest Condolences to Laurel Shepard and Shelley Pereboom and their families and the friends of Jim Shep-
ard who passed away Tuesday, May 22nd.    

 

Deepest Condolences to the family and friends of Betty Lou Hockin, who passed away Saturday, June 9th.  

THANK YOU to everyone who donat-
ed to support our Sandwich Service 
Project. We have reached our goal! 
Your support of this wonderful service 
project is greatly appreciated!  

   Thank you for your terrific support of the 
Youth Resource Center!  Your financial and  
in-kind donations given to help at-risk and 
homeless youth at the Center are needed 
and greatly appreciated.   
 
Current Wish Lists can be found on the 
church website and on the bin in the hall by 
the kitchen.  You can leave your donations 
in the Youth Resource Center bin and they 
will be delivered for you or you can take 
them directly to the Youth Resource Center 
at 888 So. 400 W.   
 
On-line donations can be made at 
www.voaut.org (please designate your do-
nation ñYouth Resource Centerò).   

 Thank you to everyone who helped with the 
Pet Food and Pet Supplies Service Project. 
Thanks to those who donated, re-bagged pet 
food, and/ or delivered pet food and sup-
plies. This project is possible through your 
generous donations and time. A special 
thank you goes out to the community group 
that made a generous donation towards the 
Pet Food and Pet Supplies Service Project. 
In May/June we helped 32 homeless house-
holds, 34 cats, 20 dogs, 2 parakeets, and a 
turtle.  The residents of Palmer Court and 
their pets greatly appreciate it.  

 

Our next delivery date will be August 
17th. Items needed: cat food, wand cat toys, 
dog food, beds, and scratching posts.  We 
especially need dog and cat food. If the 
food you donate is not in the original bag, 
please label the bags with type of food dog 
or cat and what brand.  Please place your 
donations in the first bin by the kitchen.  Also 
we are always looking for more volunteers to 
re-bag the pet food and drivers for delivery.  

 

Contact Patsy Simons if you would like to 
volunteer or with any questions 801-808-
6641 or psimons1@live.com.  

The Senior High Youth Mission Trip is July 
15-20. We have 15 youth and 5 adults from 
CUMC or friends who will be working in 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico through a service and 
adventure based program run by Youth-
works. Please keep them in your prayers: 
Nolan C., Bobbie J., Max J., Michael M., 
Audrey O. Julie O., Pamela A., Ryan R., 
Jack S., Connor V., Connor S., Holden R., 
Lena F., Zach T., Zoey T., Jeff T., Pam T., 
Kim G., Sean R. and Patsy S. It is not too 
late to donate. The link to CUMC Youth Go-
FundMe page for Senior High Mission Trip 
is https://www.gofundme./e7z8d-cumc-youth
-2018-relief-trip. 
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Holy Grounds  
CUMCôs young adult group holds discussions on faith 
and life every Sunday at 10:30 am in the Youth 
Room.  
  

 
For more information contact the group 

at  

CUMCHOLYGROUNDS@gmail.com.   

May Financials 

 Pledge Budget YTD  $ 217,830  

Pledges Received YTD  $ 197,151  

Percentage of pledge 91% 

Revenue YTD  $ 267,670  

Expenses YTD  $ 253,946  

Deficit/Surplus YTD  $ 13,723  

May  Mortgage Payment  $ 13,543  

May  Mortgage Pledges Received  $ 8,655  

HOMELESS & AT-RISK YOUTH  
RESOURCE CENTER 

WISH LIST FOR JUNE ï AUGUST 2018 
Gift Card Needs ($5, $10) 
Fast food gift cards  
 (affordable food where no tipping is required) 
Smith's, Walmart and Target  
 (for miscellaneous items and prescription co-pays) 
 
Transportation Needs  
U-Bike Locks 
Bus Tokens 
UTA Passes 
Bike Repair Kits 
Monthly Bus Passes 

 
Clothing Needs (New or gently used & clean, teen/adult sizes)  
Men's & Women's Underwear (must be new) 
Women's bras & sports bras (must be new) 
Athletic Shorts (basketball) 
XXL or Larger Masculine Clothing 
Short-Sleeved T-Shirts - masculine and feminine 
Feminine Clothing  
Athletic/Walking Shoes 
Men's and women's belts 
Men's and women's denim/jean pants - all sizes 
Long and short sleeve t shirts - all sizes 
Men's and women's hoodies - all sizes 
Casual shoes, men's and women's - all sizes 
Rain gear Ponchos/Umbrellas 
 

Hygiene Needs  
Calamine Lotion (itch relief for bug bites/poison ivy) 
Sunscreen (travel size) 
Chapstick 
Hair Brushes 
Bottled Water 

 
Alternatively, there is an Amazon Wish List Regis-
try you can access here https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/26RVC5Z0T5MEC?&sort=default.  If you make a 
purchase from this list, you can check out with your Ama-
zon account as normal, and the items will automatically be 
shipped directly to us. We will keep this list updated with 
the most-needed items at any given time. 
 

for all you do to share the love and 
light of Christ. You are making a difference in the lives of 

vulnerable youth in need.   
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 Reel Recovery, is a camp for men with cancer.  It provides for 3 
days of fishing and sharing with men with cancer.  It is a tremen-
dously rewarding few days, every person at the camp comes 
away with a renewed positive outlook. 
You can get involved in one of three ways, 1) If you have cancer 
go to the camp, 2) Volunteer to help at camp, 3) donate. 

For more information goto http://reelrecovery.org/ or speak to Hennie van Jaaarsveld.  

801-440-3258 or hvanjaar54@gmail.com. 

http://reelrecovery.org/
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JOIN THE GOLDEN CELERY  
COMPETITION!  
 
Each year, Crossroads hosts the Golden Celery Competition. Faith commu-
nities engage in a friendly competition to see who can donate the most 
pounds of food per congregant in the month of July!! 
Your generosity has the potential to make a big difference during the 
summer months and to earn you the coveted Golden Celery trophy! 
 

Bring your HEAVY food donations to church any time in 
July, and they will be delivered to Crossroads. You may al-
so take your donations directly to Crossroads, just be 
sure to let them know you are from Christ UMC. 

Crossroads Urban Center | (801) 364-7765  
|www.crossroadsurbancenter.org   

tel:(801)%20364-7765
http://www.crossroadsurbancenter.org/

